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Charles Preston� was born in 1911 and grew up 
in the small town of Anderson, Indiana. Radicalized by 
the events of the Great Depression, he and his wife 
Lucy joined the Communist Party in New York City. In 
1943, they and their young son Gregor moved to Indi-
anapolis, where Charles went to work for the Indianapo-
lis Recorder, the nation’s third oldest black newspaper. 
He worked there until the 1960s, gaining the rich ex-
periences that are the basis of this book. He spent most 
of the rest of his life as a journalist, his commitments to 
socialism and racial solidarity undiminished.

January. 304 pages.

$21.95t Cloth
ISBN 13 / 10: 978-1-58367-202-0 / 1-58367-202-8

MEMOIR / FICTION

A fictionalized memoir that gives a stirring, insider’s 
look at racial inequality during the 1940s.

Nobody Called Me Charlie
The Story of a Radical White Journalist Writing for  
a Black Newspaper in the Civil Rights Era

Charles Preston

In the 1940s, at the height of segregation, Charles Preston be-
came the unlikely newest worker at a black owned-and-operated  
newspaper. Preston, a white man and, unbeknownst to most of 
his colleagues, a member of the Communist Party, quickly came 
face to face with issues of race and injustice that would pro-
foundly impact his life and change the way he understood United  
States society.

This fictionalized account of his experience tells readers what it 
was like to be the only white worker, and a communist at that, 
at a black newspaper, while unflinchingly depicting the racism 
that was so common and accepted in the 1950s. This book draws 
us into a world few white people knew about, not in a voyeuris-
tic but in a deeply human way. The quotidian elements of daily 
life—at work, at home, in the neighborhood—are described with 
humor and pathos, but this account rises above mere anecdote. It 
takes on the central question of this nation’s history: can a truly  
human and humane society be built on a foundation of profound 
and pervasive racial inequality? Of course, the answer is no.

Yet how do we make such a society? Or put another way, how 
must white people try to live their lives and how must they con-
nect with their black brothers and sisters, personally and politi-
cally, to make a world in which the horrible scars of racism are 
healed once and for all? The answer that shines through Preston’s 
book—whether he is writing (and reporting) about work, local 
politics, the civil rights struggle, housing, education, entertain-
ment, travel, sports, business, child-rearing, friendship, or inti-
mate relationships—is that whites must do what he did: give up 
their whiteness. This is a book you will not forget.
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Probing the sometimes fine line between news  
and propaganda.

When Media Goes to War
Hegemonic Discourse, Public Opinion, and the 
Limits of Dissent

Anthony DiMaggio

“A pioneering book. It tells the story of how public debate on issues 
is restricted to the agenda of political elites. The scholarship is  
superb and the narrative is direct and convincing. I recommend it to 
students, scholars, and libraries. It is a must read for any journalist 
dealing with foreign affairs.”
—Jamal R. Nassar, College of Social and Behavioral Sciences, California State 
University, San Bernardino

In this fresh and provocative book, Anthony DiMaggio uses the 
war in Iraq and the United States confrontations with Iran as his 
touchstones to probe the sometimes fine line between news and 
propaganda. Using Antonio Gramsci’s concept of hegemony and 
drawing upon the seminal works of Noam Chomsky, Edward 
Herman, and Robert McChesney, DiMaggio combines a rigor-
ous empirical analysis and clear, lucid prose to enlighten readers 
about issues essential to the struggle for a critical media and a 
functioning democracy. If, as DiMaggio shows, our newspapers 
and television news programs play a decisive role in determining 
what we think, and if, as he demonstrates convincingly, what the 
media give us is largely propaganda that supports an oppressive 
and undemocratic status quo, then it is incumbent upon us to 
make sure that they are responsive to the majority and not just  
the powerful and privileged few.

“In this meticulously researched, highly  
informative, and timely volume, DiMaggio  
skillfully explores how hegemonic media  
messages are shaped and transmitted in 
mainstream media’s reporting of international 
events. Zeroing in on political coverage of  
the wars on Iraq and Afghanistan, and the 
rhetorical war with Iran, DiMaggio methodi-
cally illustrates the interconnections between 
media, government, and commerce.”
—Yahya R. Kamalipour, Center for Global Studies, 
Purdue University Calumet

Anthony DiMaggio� teaches American Government 
and International Relations at Illinois State University  
in the department of politics and government. He  
publishes regularly in Z Magazine and Counterpunch, 
and is the author of Mass Media, Mass Propaganda: 
Examining American News in the “War on Terror”.

February. 288 pages.

$18.95t Paper
ISBN 13 / 10: 978-1-58367-199-3 / 1-58367-199-4

$70.00x Cloth
ISBN 13 / 10: 978-1-58367-200-6 / 1-58367-200-1

MEDIA / CURRENT EVENTS
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István Mészáros� left his native Hungary after the 
Soviet invasion of 1956. He is professor emeritus at 
the University of Sussex, where he held the chair of 
philosophy for fifteen years. Mészáros is author of 
The Challenge and Burden of Historical Time, Beyond  
Capital: Toward a Theory of Transition, and Marx’s  
Theory of Alienation, among other books.

February. 432 pages.

$29.95t Paper
ISBN 13 / 10: 978-1-58367-204-4 / 1-58367-204-4

$80.00x Cloth
ISBN 13 / 10: 978-1-58367-205-1 / 1-58367-205-2

Philosophy / Marxism

The current leading Marxian philosopher illuminates 
the places from where we must act today.

Social Structures and  
Forms of Consciousness
István Mészáros

This new work by the leading Marxian philosopher of our day 
is a milestone in human self-understanding. It focuses on the 
location where action emerges from freedom and necessity, the  
foundation of all social science.

Today, as never before, the investigation of the close relationship 
between social structure—defined by Marx as “arising from the 
life-process of definite individuals”—and the various forms of 
consciousness is particularly important. We can only perceive 
what is possible by first identifying the historical process that 
constrains consciousness itself and therefore social action.

The relationship between social structure and forms of conscious-
ness discussed in this volume is multifaceted and profoundly 
dialectical. It requires the presentation of a great wealth of his-
torical material and the assessment of the relevant philosophical 
literature, from Descartes through Hegel and the Liberal tradi-
tion to the present, together with their connections with politi-
cal economy and political theory. István Mészáros moves beyond 
both abstract solutions to the surveyed methodological questions 
and one-sided structuralist evaluation of the important substan-
tive issues, bringing the process of our understanding of social 
structure and consciousness to a level not previously attained.

Above all, in the spirit of the Marxian approach, even the most 
complicated problems are always analyzed in relation to the ma-
jor practical concerns of our time. The primary aim of this work 
is to outline the dialectical intelligibility of historical development 
toward a viable societal reproductive order. Social Structures and 
Forms of Consciousness is of the highest importance as both a  
political and philosophical work, illuminating the place from 
where we must act, today.
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Monthly Review Press

Eurocentrism
Second Edition, Revised 
and Updated

Samir Amin

Morbid  
Symptoms
Health Under Capitalism

Socialist Register 2010

Edited by Leo Panitch  
and Colin Leys

Since its first publication twenty years ago, Eurocentrism 
has become a classic of radical thought. Written by one of 
the world’s foremost political economists, this original and 
provocative essay takes on one of the great “ideological  
deformations” of our time: Eurocentrism. Rejecting the 
dominant Eurocentric view of world history, which narrow-
ly and incorrectly posits a progression from the Greek and  
Roman classical world to Christian feudalism and the Euro-
pean capitalist system, Amin presents a sweeping reinterpre-
tation that emphasizes the crucial historical role played by  
the Arab Islamic world. Throughout the work, Amin ad-
dresses a broad set of concerns, ranging from the ideological 
nature of scholastic metaphysics to the meanings and short-
comings of contemporary Islamic fundamentalism. This 
second edition contains a new introduction and concluding 
chapter, both of which make the author’s arguments even 
more compelling.

SAMIR AMIN� was born in Egypt in 1931 and received his Ph.D. in 
economics in Paris in 1957. He is currently the director of UNITAR, 
a United Nations research institute in Dakar, Senegal. An economic 
consultant to many Third World countries, he is the author of nu-
merous books, including Accumulation on a World Scale, Unequal 
Development, Neo-Colonialism in West Africa, Empire of Chaos, and 
Re-Reading the Postwar Period (all published by Monthly Review 
Press).

January. 240 pages.

$17.95t Paper
ISBN 13 / 10: 978-1-58367-207-5 / 1-58367-207-9

History / Philosophy

Morbid Symptoms sees health as a major field of political 
economy, one that focuses on the struggle between commer-
cial forces seeking to make it into a field of profit, and popular 
forces fighting to keep it—or make it—a public service with 
equal access for all.

Central to this volume is an analysis of the global health 
industry—the pharmaceutical, insurance, medical technol-
ogy, and healthcare provider corporations. Essays by leading  
authorities in the field  include Vicente Navarro on the im-
pact of globalization on health services, Julian Tudor Hart 
on mental health in sick societies, Meri Koivusalo on inter-
national organizations and capitalist health policies, Sanjay 
Basu on HIV/AIDS and the resurrection of comprehensive 
primary care in the “south,” and Julie Feinsilver on Cuba’s  
health care system and its role in Cuba’s foreign policy.  
Separate essays review the state of health care around the 
world, while others deal with a variety of key issues such as 
obesity, the “fitness” industry, and the significance of ever-
popular hospital-based television programs.

Contributors:� Robert Albritton, Julian Ammirante, Kalman  
Applbaum, Pat and Hugh Armstrong, Sanjay Basu, David Coburn, 
Hans Ulrich Deppe, Julie Feinsilver, Marie Gottschalk, Julian Tudor 
Hart, Lesley Henderson, Christoph Herman, Meri Koivusalo, Colin 
Leys, Roddy Loeppky, Maureen Mackintosh, Vicente Navarro, Mohan 
Rao, Thomas Seibert, and Wang Shaoguang.

Leo Panitch� is professor of political science at York University, 
Toronto, and author of Renewing Socialism: Democracy, Strategy, 
and Imagination.

Colin Leys� is emeritus professor at Queen’s University, Kingston, 
Ontario, and author of Market-Driven Politics.

December. 288 pages.

$25.00s Paper
ISBN 13 / 10: 978-1-58367-203-7 / 1-58367-203-6

HEALTH AND PUBLIC POLICY
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Heartland TV
Prime Time Television and the Struggle for  
U.S. Identity

Victoria E. Johnson

$23.00s Paper (£17.99)
978-0-8147-4293-8 / 0-8147-4293-9
Winner of the 2009 Katherine Singer Kovács Book 
Award from the Society for Cinema and Media Studies

When Mothers Kill
Interviews from Prison

Michelle Oberman and Cheryl L. Meyer

$22.95t Cloth (£17.99)
978-0-8147-5702-4 / 0-8147-5702-2
Winner of the 2008 Outstanding Book of the Year 
from the Academy of Criminal Justice Sciences

Arranging Grief
Sacred Time and the Body in  
Nineteenth-Century America

Dana Luciano

$24.00a Paper (£17.99)
978-0-8147-5223-4 / 0-8147-5223-3
Winner of the 2008 MLA First Book Prize
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